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Curate’s Letter, June 2022 

Dear Friends, 

The summer is upon us. One of the many blessings moving up north has been the light summer 

nights, I grew up with ‘nightless nights’ with a period of no darkness during summer months, and 

still miss it after all these years away from Finland. As followers of Jesus, we carry God’s light 

always within us wherever we are – John writes of Jesus ‘In him was life, and that life was the 

light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it.’ (John 1.4-5) Jesus invites us to live by this truth, firm in the hope and power that is in him,  

and through his Holy Spirit in us as we follow his lead, and navigate through sometimes very 

unsettling times, whether personal circumstances, supporting others, overwhelmed by the 

horrors of war and famine, and worry over rising living costs. Darkness may at times be real, but 

it does not have the final word, Jesus does. He walks with us through it all, and we can give 

thanks for his faithfulness as people of his light.  

 

We have much reason to celebrate this month: 

JUBILEE WEEKEND AND PENTECOST 

The first weekend of June we are celebrating both 

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and Pentecost. The 

Queen was anointed for the service of others, and 

what an incredible example of faithful service she 

has embodied for over 70 years, and her 

unswerving trust in God through thick and thin. Do 

join the Denton Holme Jubilee Big Lunch in St 

James’ Park on Saturday 4th where we are serving 

refreshments, hosting Renew Café together with an 

arts and crafts area. On Sunday 5th back at church 

we’re holding a special Pentecost and Jubilee 

service and cream tea at 10.30am, and Mission 

Community Pentecost Praise at 6.30pm. 
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The Holy Spirit poured out on all believers in Pentecost changed history; many came to believe in 

Jesus for the first time, the frightened, confused disciples turned into fearless witnesses of the 

risen Lord Jesus, proclaiming his resurrection power. From then on, the gospel has continued to 

spread through the nations, accompanied by signs and wonders of God’s transforming power. We 

are part of this great wave of witness here in Carlisle and rejoice sharing in God’s work through 

our many mission partners. Please find below Simon’s reflections on his recent visit to our 

partners in Norway. Later this month John Libby will join our evening service to share stories from 

Langham Partnership, another of our mission partner. Please find greetings from John further 

down. 

Do pray for Simon as he embarks on his long walk along the Camino, for a real time of closeness 

with Jesus. Also continue to pray for Beata, Tomek, Adam and Henryk holding the fort at home. 

Especially as Tomek and Adam sit their A-levels and GCSEs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our hectic always on kind of world, the concept of Sabbath may feel alien, even idle or 

impossible, yet is it the longest and most detailed of the ten commandments in the Bible, blessed 

and made holy, set apart, by God. Sabbath means ‘to cease, to stop working’. Observing it doesn’t 

mean doing nothing, but it does mean stopping from our everyday work and setting time aside for 

rest and time with God, receiving it as a gift from him to sustain us, to enable us keep him as the 

centre and source of our lives. In practise this will look different to each one of us, but the 

principle and discipline applies to all of us. We’ll be exploring the meaning of sabbath in more 

detail in the evening service of the 19th. 

During the mornings we are starting a series on the book of Romans, a rich book calling us to offer 

our all to the Lord, to live fully by his saving grace, to seek unity with one another. A timely 

message in an age of much polarisation and uncertainty. 
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STAFF and MISSION COMMUNITY NEWS 

On 6th June we welcome Gavin to our staff.  He will start as our E-commerce assistant for the next 

six months. Do pray he will quickly settle into the role and feel part of the team at Cornerstone. 

My fellow curate Amanda Quinn from our mission community will be ordained as priest on Sunday 

26th at 10.30am at St. Michael’s Stanwix. You are warmly welcome to attend the service to support 

Amanda. Do pray for her and all the other deacons and priests being ordained around that 

weekend. 

Do continue to pray for God’s timing and wisdom in appointing a new youth worker and what this 

role will entail. We miss Ruth but are so grateful for all she has given us, and are excited for the 

new adventures that await her. We continue with a weekly fast for young people and the 

challenges they face.  In June we will meet to pray via Zoom every Monday at 9.30pm. Zoom 

details: 

Meeting ID: 817 0740 6765 

Passcode: 494719 

Every blessing 

Nina 

 

VISIT TO NORWAY (Simon Writes) 

There has been a link between the Diocese of Carlisle and Stavanger (part of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Norway) for over 50 years, which was formalised through a written agreement 
in 2013. On Pentecost Sunday 2019, St James and Sola Church became the first two churches to 
sign a partnership agreement, in which we agreed to stand together in mission and service, 
include each other in prayer, and arrange for exchange visits to forward the Church’s mission in 
both churches. 

There are three particular areas that we seek to learn from one another: 

 Youth ministry 

 Community engagement 

 Fresh expressions 

Last month I had the privilege of being invited to visit Stavanger Diocese, as part of a small party 
from the Diocese of Carlisle.  The welcome and hospitality that we received in the four days was 
deeply moving. We stayed in Utstein Pilegrimsgard, a beautiful retreat house on an island 
approximately 40 minutes from Stavanger.  

The days were filled with meetings and visits. One of the highlights was being able to visit our link 
church in Sola, where I gave a presentation to members about the work of St James. As a gift I gave 
them one of our ‘Words on Wood’ which are made in Carlisle, and are sold in Cornerstone.  
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I also had a couple of meetings with some of the senior leaders of the Norwegian Mission Society, 
which is Norway’s oldest mission organisation, and has its headquarters in Stavanger. Most of our 
interns are supported by the Norwegian Mission Society (NMS), and they also pay for the work of 
Network Youth Church in Carlisle, so this is an extremely important link. Brexit has had major 
impact on our relationship with NMS, and difficulties in processing visas, so it was important to be 
able to meet with some of the leaders of NMS and express how important and valuable the link is 
both for us as a church and as a Diocese. 

We were also taken on part of St Olav’s Way, a pilgrimage route that travels up the coast of Norway 
to Trondheim, the burial place of St Olav (also known as St Olaf), who has traditionally been seen 
as leading the Christianisation of Norway.  

We visited a number of different churches in Stavanger, from ancient monastery’s, small rural 
churches, and modern urban churches, and got to hear about the opportunities and challenges 
facing the church in Norway. One of the most noticeable things about the Church of Norway is that 
the church gets a lot of financial support from the state, for example, the construction of a new 
church in Sola was paid for by the municipality. All the churches we visited, whether old or 
modern, were in immaculate condition. Over two thirds of Norway’s population are members of 
the Church of Norway, and it clearly plays an important part in the life of many people in Norway. 
For example, Confirmation is an important rite of passage in Norway (to give an example, Sola 
Church confirmed 70 young people this year), but nationally they are facing challenges as church 
attendance slowly declines, and as they struggle to retain young people.   

The Bishop of Stavanger Diocese, Bishop Anne Lise, invited us to tea in her flat, which overlooks 
the city of Stavanger Diocese, and were taken on a tour of Stavanger Cathedral, which is closed to 
the public until 2025, whilst it undergoes a multi-million pound renovation (paid for by the 
Municipality), ready for its 900th anniversary. We also visited Ukirke, a youth church, which meets 
in Norway’s oldest prayer house in the centre of the Stavanger, providing a place for students and 
young adults to meet.  The pastor of this church will be visiting St James in June, to attend the NMS 
conference which is being held in our Parish Centre.  

On our final day in Stavanger 
Diocese, Cameron Butland, the 
Bishop of Carlisle’s chaplain gave 
a fascinating lecture on 
Benedictine Spirituality to 
members of the leadership team 
from Stavanger Diocese as well 
as those of us from the Diocese 
of Carlisle.  

It was an amazing trip, and a real 
privilege to visit the church in 
Norway. It is my hope that we 
can arrange a trip to Sola next 
year, to build on our partnership, 
and discover how we can learn 
and support one another. 
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LANGHAM PARTNERSHIP UPDATE (John Libby writes) 

Many thanks indeed for St. James’ support for Langham. You may have noticed the completion of 
our new International Service Centre on Lancaster Street (opposite Vaseys), now the centre of 
Langham’s global book distribution, our finance team (led by Helen Hamilton) and a range of 
offices supporting our 3 programmes (Literature, Scholars and Preaching). This construction and 
development was our key objective last year and gave Helen, Alan Johnston (St James and 
Langham board) and I a few headaches in steering it through. Our project manager, Mary 
Hetherington, kept all under control (no surprises for those who knew her previous St James’ 
Administrator role!) and that the whole was completed on time and to budget in the aftermath of 
Brexit and during Covid was cause for celebration. Hallelujah! We look forward to showing you 
round! 
If you saw much movement around that building in the last month, this was the arrival of our 
international Leadership Team. We peaked at about 52 folk, from all corners of the globe, staying 
in London over Easter to celebrate the centenary of birth of our founder, John Stott. This was a 
special time of prayer and thanksgiving, including being welcomed at St Paul’s, London, at the 
start of the packed Easter Day service. Carlisle was a comfortable but very exciting ‘day out’ by 
train from London when the new Service Centre and residential team were introduced. I look 
forward to joining you at St James on Sunday evening 26th June where I will share more of the 
impact our programmes are having around the world. There is much encouragement to share! 
 
With thanks and Christian greetings, John Libby - National Director,  
Langham Partnership UKI 
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SERVICES THIS MONTH 

Wednesday 1st June 

7:30pm Prayer & Praise - Cornerstone 

 

Pentecost Sunday (Jubilee Weekend) 5th June 

10:30am Pentecost Sunday & Queen’s Jubilee Celebration Service - Church  

6:30pm Two Rivers Mission Community Pentecost Praise - Church 

 

Sunday 12th June 

10:30am Morning Worship - Church 

6:30pm Evening Worship - Church 

 

Sunday 19th June 

10:30am All Age Worship (Father’s Day) - Church  

6:30pm Holy Communion - Church 

 

Thursday 23rd June 

12.30 Holy Communion and Soup lunch - Parish Centre 

 

Sunday 26th June 

10:30am Morning Worship - Church 

6:30pm Evening Worship (John Libby, Langham Partnership) - Church 


