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Vicar’s Letter October 2020 

Dear Friends, 

Being Church in Uncertain Times 

At the start of 2020, none of us could have imagined how life was going to change so 

dramatically during the course of this year. Even in March when lock down was first 

imposed, I optimistically assumed that things would be pretty much back to normal by 

September, how wrong I was!  

You may have heard the expression ‘We don’t go to church, we are the church’. I don’t 

believe God sent coronavirus, but I do believe he is using it to challenge us to reimagine 

what it means to be church, to be the people of God.  

There are two things that I feel God is laying on my heart at this time for us as a church. 

I believe first and foremost God is calling us to a deeper commitment to prayer. We are 

good at talking about prayer, but how good are we at engaging in prayer?  

Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) was pastor of  London Metropolitan Tabernacle, and was 

known as the ‘Prince of Preachers’, under his ministry thousands came to Christ. When 

people came to his church to learn the ‘secret’ of his success, he took them to the 

basement where there were hundreds of people on their knees in fervent 

prayer.  Spurgeon called these prayer gatherings the church’s “boiler room.” Spurgeon 

said “If the engine room is out of action, then the whole mill will grind to a halt.  We 

cannot expect blessing if we do not ask.”  

I am convinced that if we want to see a fresh move of God in St James, our community, 

and our nation, then we have to take prayer much more seriously than we presently do. 

This is why in addition to the daily morning prayer which meets on Zoom Monday to 

Friday at 8.30am, I have started a weekly Monday night prayer meeting at 7.30pm called 

Encounter (in the Parish Centre and on Zoom). The purpose of this prayer meeting is to 

seek closer intimacy with God. Then there is Prayer and Praise on the first Wednesday of 

the month at 7.30pm (currently meeting on Zoom), which for me is probably the most 

important thing we do as a church, although sadly the attendance does not reflect this.  
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The Psalmist writes ‘Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labour in vain,’ (Psalm 

127:1), if we want to see the church transformed, we need to seek more of God’s 

presence, and that means a greater commitment to prayer. 

The second thing that God is laying on my heart is the importance of seeking to prioritise 

our relationship with one another. The church is not a building that we go to, or a club 

where we are members, it is a family that we belong to. As family, we are called to love 

and care for one another. So can I encourage you to do just that (as I know many of you 

have been doing so). Although we can’t meet in large groups, it is possible to meet in 

small groups (making sure we observe the ‘Rule of 6’), to go for a walk, meet up for a 

coffee, to pray together and study the Bible - remembering that where two or three 

gather together, Jesus is there also. If there is someone in the church who you know is 

struggling, please reach out to them and keep on phoning one another, especially those 

who live on their own. The social impact of loneliness and isolation that coronavirus is 

causing is just as serious as the economic and health impact. This call to love and care for 

one another is of course not restricted to those within the church family, but is to be 

extended to everyone around us.  

The things that I feel God is laying on my heart for us as a church is of course nothing 

new, it is simply the call to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.’” and to love our neighbours as ourselves (see Matthew 22:37

-38). 

Can I please encourage you to prayerfully consider the question, ‘What is God teaching us 

during this time, and how does God want to shape us as his people?’  

Services at St James 

Due to the rising number of Coronavirus cases nationally, the PCC has taken the decision 

not to resume Sunday morning services at St James until it is safe to do so. Therefore for 

the time being, we will be continuing with our current pattern of worship, which is a pre-

recorded service going out on YouTube every Sunday morning at 10.30am (which you can 

also listen to on the phone by dialling 585724), and a 6.30pm service in Denton Holme.  

Unfortunately due to circumstances outside of our control, we don’t as yet know when 

services will be able to resume at Cummersdale.  

Harvest Festival & Food Bank 

Traditionally at this time of the year we receive many donations for our food bank from 

the various harvest festival services. However with many of these services cancelled, or 
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going online, this year things will be very different. Therefore we would be grateful to 

receive any donations you might be able to make for our food bank, especially as we 

expect demand for the food bank to grow in the coming months. Donations can be 

dropped off at Cornerstone or the Parish Centre, Monday to Friday from 9am to 4pm.  

Annual Parochial Meeting 

Our Annual Parochial Meeting will be taking place on Wednesday 14th October at 7.30pm 

in the Parish Church and on Zoom. This is an important meeting, where amongst other 

things we appoint our Church Wardens for the year ahead, and elect Deanery Synod 

representatives and members of the Parochial Church Council. In addition we get to hear 

about, and pray for different aspects of the church’s mission and ministry. Please do make 

every effort to join us for this important meeting (whether in person or online). 

Carlisle Diocese consists of eleven deaneries, each Deanery Synod meets approximately 

four times a year, and is chaired by the Rural Dean and Lay Chair. The Deanery Synod 

consists of all clergy licensed to a benefice/parish within the Deanery, plus elected lay 

members.  

The Deanery Synod makes decisions at a deanery level, and acts as an intermediary 

between the parochial church councils of each parish and the synod of the diocese as a 

whole. Deaneries also have the power to bring proposals and motions to Diocesan Synod 

for debate, which could then go onto debate at national level in General Synod. We are 

looking to appoint three people to serve as our Deanery Synod representatives, for a three 

year time. Deanery Synod members are also automatically members of St James PCC. 

With many important issues debated at Deanery Synod that affect the local church, it is 

important we are properly represented.  

The PCC works with the minister in promoting the mission and ministry of the church. In 

addition the PCC is responsible for the maintenance and repair of the church and  

churchyard, and PCC members serve as trustees of the church. St James PCC meets ten 

times a year.  

If you are interested in standing either for the Deanery Synod or PCC, please speak to 

either myself or the PCC secretary, Caroline Browne.  

Gift and Pledge Day 

I would like to thank everyone for there ongoing financial support of St James during 

these very challenging times, which is making a real difference, especially as our finances 

have been impacted by coronavirus, especially with the loss of shop and rental income.    
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The PCC has decided to postpone the Gift and Pledge Day, which would normally take 

place at the end of October. However I am aware that there may be people who would 

still like to give a financial gift to support the church, so any donation no matter its size is 

gratefully received.  

Cornerstone and the Op Shop 

We plan to open our new Op Shop (opposite Cornerstone) on Monday 5th October, Andy, 

Katie and the team have done a fantastic job to get the new shop ready, please do visit it.  

With the new Op Shop opening, it means that we can also reopen Cornerstone as a coffee 

shop. Special safety measurers are being put in place in order to comply with government 

Covid regulations, and to ensure it is a safe place to visit. Changes will include table 

service, special seating areas with protective screens, and recording customers names and 

phone numbers for the purpose of test and trace. Please do support Cornerstone by 

visiting the café.   

Book Recommendation: Dirty Glory 

Finally if you are looking for a good book to read, can I recommend Dirty Glory by Pete 

Grieg. I read this book over the summer, and it has really inspired and challenged me to 

think seriously about my own attitude towards prayer.  

Following on from the success of Red Moon Rising, which tells the story of the first five 

years of the 24-7 prayer movement, Dirty Glory is packed full of amazing stories of how 

God is bringing about transformation and change through the power of the Holy Spirit and 

prayer, from a walled city of prostitution in Mexico, to the nightclubs of Ibiza.  

The Presbyterian Herald described it as ‘A white-knuckle ride of adventure in following 

Jesus, told with searing honest and spiritual insight...by withdrawing in prayer to prioritise 

the presence of God, 24/7 has been propelled out in mission to the world.’ Whilst Tim 

Hughes, writing for New Wine Magazine wrote ’I couldn't put it down - it was like an 

adrenaline shot in my arm. This book will challenge you to think bigger, to risk more and 

to love recklessly. It's a reminder that we are invited into the adventure of a lifetime, 

knowing him and making him known.’ I couldn’t put it better! 

God bless  

Simon 


