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Vicar’s Letter March 2020 

Dear Friends, 

Vision Refresh 2020 

As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, during Lent I am asking everyone in St James 

to make a special commitment to pray for God to reveal afresh His will for St James and 

the communities we serve. If you haven’t already done so, please pick up your vision 

refresh leaflet from church, and start recording the things you sense God may be saying 

to us as a church. 

At the heart of the Vision Refresh, is a commitment to prayer.  On Thursday 26th March 

we are holding a day of prayer in Cornerstone from 6.00am to 10.00pm. Please set aside 

some time to come and visit the prayer space we will be creating. 

I would also like to encourage people to join me for Morning Prayer. This usually takes 

place Monday through to Thursday at 8.15am either in church or Cornerstone (see 

weekly newsletter for details). It is a great way to start the day, and spend time reading 

the Bible, and drawing near to God in prayer.  

Mission Family News 

At St James 10% of all our unrestricted giving is used to support our mission partners at 

home and abroad.  

For the last two years we have supported the Fairhead family as they served on-board 

Logos Hope. Daniel, Becky and their two children David and Esther have now returned to 

the UK, and no longer need our financial support. 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) has therefore agreed to adopt The Langham 

Partnership as one of our new mission partners. The Langham Partnership is a Christian 

charity, borne out of the vision and work of John Stott.  The whole ethos of Langham is 

to equip the modern church with a new generation of bible teachers, particularly across 

the Majority World.  The importance of the bible is a key issue for Langham, and their 
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different program streams are all aimed at providing resources and training for pastors 

and teachers that are relevant to their different cultural contexts and enable a deeper 

understanding of biblical truths.  

Langham Literature is publishing scores of books by majority world authors, bringing their 

theological insight and depth to the western church.  Meanwhile Langham Preaching is 

annually training somewhere around 10,000 pastors and church leaders in nearly 80 

countries in faithful biblical preaching. 

The vision and aims of Langham Partnership match very closely those of St James, and as 

a church we already have strong links with Langham Partnership, through John Libby, 

who is their national director for the UK and Ireland, and Helen Hamilton and Mary 

Hetherington who both work for Langham.  

Another charity that we will be supporting in 2020 is Hamsayeh International. Hamsayeh 

means ‘neighbour’ in Farsi, and the focus of Hamsayeh is reaching out to Persians 

(whether from Iran, Tajikistan or Afghanistan), as well as concentrating on the Persian 

diaspora living in the UK. Hamsayeh runs a Farsi fellowship group in London, and 

nationally provides cross cultural training, mentoring, discipleship and leadership training. 

They also have an international ministry via satellite TV, radio and internet, providing 

resources for those seeking to explore Christianity or deepen their faith in their own 

language. 

In other mission family news, Garry Ion, who has been our mission partner for many 

years, will be returning to the UK at the end of March. Garry has been working in East 

Africa since 1995, initially with Tearfund, and since 1998 the Church Mission Society 

(CMS), supporting local church communities to undertake building projects to meet their 

communities’ spiritual and physical needs.   

On his return to the UK, Garry will be visiting supporting churches, and attending 

meetings in Oxford and London, until his contract with CMS ends in June. Please pray for 

Garry as he prepares to leave Uganda, and discerns God’s plans for the next phase of his 

life and ministry. 

Lifting of Suspension of Presentation  

I have been asked a number of times why I am priest-in-charge of St James, rather than 

vicar. It is because when John Libby left as vicar, the diocese issued a suspension of 
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presentation.  

Each benefice has a patron or patrons, in the case of St James we currently have five 

patrons, the Revd Ian Mainey, the Revd Peter Ackroyd (former curates of St James), Joan 

Yarker and Paul McVittie, plus the Bishop of Carlisle.  

When a benefice becomes vacant, these patrons have the legal right to ‘present’ a 

candidate to the Bishop to become the incumbent of the benefice (usually called a vicar or 

rector).  When a benefice is ‘suspended’ it means that the patrons’ rights are suspended – 

it is a temporary restriction on their right to present a priest to a benefice.  

The suspension of presentation is most often used when the diocese is considering some 

form of pastoral reorganisation, for example, changing parish boundaries, changing the 

way the parish(es) are to be staffed, or adding additional churches to the benefice. If the 

patrons’ rights are not suspended, these changes can be harder to make.  

In Cumbria it was the policy of the diocese to suspend the presentation of all churches 

that went into vacancy, as they implemented the God For All Strategy and the formation 

of Mission Communities, and reduced the number of stipendiary clergy (due to financial 

constraints). That is why I was licensed as priest-in-charge rather than vicar.  

The good news for St James is that the diocese have now decided to lift the suspension of 

presentation on our benefice, and the PCC have approved my appointment as incumbent. 

This means that I will be licensed as vicar of St James, this is likely to take place at 

Bishop’s House in Keswick later this year.  

Annual Parochial Meeting  

We normally hold our Annual Parochial Meeting in March, but the PCC have agreed to 

move it to April (the exact date is yet to be confirmed).  

At the Annual Parochial Meeting we elect people to serve on the PCC for a three year 

term. The PCC meets ten times a year, and shares the leadership of St James, supervising 

the day to day running of the Church and enabling us all to seek God’s vision in making 

Jesus known in our parish and help people grow as followers of Jesus. It is important that 

we have good representation of all ages and backgrounds on the PCC, so do give careful 

consideration about whether God is calling you to stand for election to the PCC. 

God bless Simon 
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March Diary 

Sunday 1st  Bring & Share Lunch, 11.45am - Parish Centre 

Thursday 5th  Men’s Worship Night With Peter McCall, 7.30pm - Parish Centre 

Saturday 7th  Men’s Breakfast, 10.00am - Royal Scot 

    X:site, 6.00pm - Hebron Evangelical Church 

Monday 9th  Learning To Hear God’s Voice Course, 7.30pm - Parish Centre 

Thursday 12th Mega Jumble Sale, 7.00pm - Cornerstone 

Friday 13th  Mega Jumble Sale, 9.00am - Cornerstone 

Saturday 14th Marriage Preparation Day, 9.15am - Cornerstone 

Thursday 19th Women’s Curry Night, 7.00pm - Stanwix Tandori 

Saturday 21st Messy Church, 4.00pm - Parish Centre 

Sunday 22nd  Mothering Sunday  

Wednesday 25th PCC Meeting, 7.30pm  - Parish Centre 

Thursday 26th Day of Prayer, 6.00am - Cornerstone 

Saturday 28th Wedding of Jo Rae & Martyn Shirley, 1.30pm - Church 

 


