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Vicar’s Letter February 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 

Seeking A Renewed Vision For St James 

I have been in post as Priest in Charge of St James for three and a half years. Over 

the last few months I have been reflecting on the changes that we have seen in St 

James during this time, and where God may be leading us as a Church.  It is for 

this reason that I chose Proverbs 3:5-6 as our verse for the year: 

 Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

 and lean not on your own understanding; 

 in all your ways submit to him, 

 and he will make your paths straight. 

I believe 2020 is going to be an important year for St James, and just as the 

diocese is seeking to ‘refresh’ its vision, I feel it is a good time for us in this new 

decade to also seek afresh God’s vision for St James. 

Therefore during Lent (which starts on 26th February), I am calling everyone in St 

James to make a special commitment to pray for God to reveal afresh His will for 

St James, and the communities we are called to serve. 

To help us in this task I will be producing some resources which will go out later 

this month, and I hope to organise one or two special events where we can come 

together as a church to wait on God, and listen to what He has to say to us. I also 

intend to place a prayer board in our two churches, where people can write down 

their prayers for St James, and what they feel God may be saying to us as a 

church. 
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 The most important thing about this season of prayer is that it is about seeking to 

discover what God wants for St James, not what we want! The challenge is in being 

able to discern what God is saying to us, therefore on Monday evenings during Lent 

I intend to run the ’Learning To Hear God’s Voice’ course by Mark Aldridge. 

Produced by New Wine, this course teaches us how to hear God’s voice today, how 

to begin using the prophetic gift both inside and outside of the local church and 

how to use the gift wisely and sensitively. A sign up sheet for those interested in 

joining this course will be available at the back of church.  

During Lent can I please encourage you to use the following prayer: 

 Father God, we desire as a church to take hold of the vision You 

 have for us and the communities you have called us to serve, and 

 pray that You would lead and guide us in the direction that You 

 would have us go. Help us to be open to the leading of the Holy 

 Spirit, so that the vision that emerges in our hearts will be to  Your 

praise and glory – this we ask in Jesus name. Amen.  

My hope is that after this period of prayer, we will be able to bring together all the 

things God has been saying to us as a church, and discern God’s priorities for the 

coming years. 

How Does God Speak To Us? 

Here are a just a few of the many ways in which God can speak to us: 

 Through Scripture 

The primary way God speaks to us is through Scripture (which is why reading the 

Bible is so important!) Paul in 2 Timothy 3:16 says that all Scripture is ‘God-

breathed.’ The Bible is God’s living word, through which God reveals himself to us, 

and speaks to us. Psalm 119:105 says ‘Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on 

my path.’ John Piper writing about the Bible says ‘The very God of the universe 

speaks on every page… we hear his very words.’ Sometimes as you read the Bible, 

something will jump out at you, and you know it is God speaking. 
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 Through other people 

The Bible records many instances in which God used one individual to deliver His 

message to another individual (see 1 Samuel 13:13–14, 15:23; 2 Samuel 12:7–15; 

and Acts 9:10–18, 10:1–33). God can even speak to us through the most 

unexpected people. 

 Through dreams 

Throughout Scripture we find that God speaks to people through dreams (see 

Matthew 2:13), something I have experienced on a number of occasions. 

 Through visions 

God speaks through visions. This is a visual like a dream but without being asleep. 

It can be a quick flash, or a whole scene, just an image or an inscription.  

 Through pictures and words 

Sometimes as we are praying God may place a picture, an idea, or a word on our 

minds, often it is only fleeting, but we sense it is God speaking.  

 Through the gentle whisper 

When God spoke to Elijah it wasn’t through the earthquake, wind or fire, but 

through a gentle whisper (1 Kings 19:12). I think the reason God often speaks in a 

gentle whisper, is because he wants us to listen intently to his voice. Mike Pilavachi 

says that when God speaks ‘rarely is it loud. It’s often as gentle as a butterfly 

landing and taking off again.’  

To hear God's voice clearly, there are a few things we have to do; 

1) Quieten your mind 

2) Focus your attention on God 

3) Read your bible 

4)      Whenever we sense God speaking to us, whether it be through another 

person, dreams or visions, or any of the other multitude of ways God can speak, it is 

always important to ask ourselves the question, “Does what I feel I am being told, 

line up with Scripture?” James reminds us that ‘The wisdom that comes from 

heaven is first of all pure; then peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of 

mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.’ (James 3:17) 



4 

 

5) Worship 

6) Pause and listen 

God is a creative God. We are all unique and God will speak to us in different ways. 

With God you have to realise that everything is intentional. God is not wasteful. He 

doesn't waste resources, experiences, let alone His voice, so open your spirit to 

hear what God is saying in every single occurrence, time and place. 

Pastoral Care In Church 

This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and 

Nobody. There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that 

Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody 

got angry about that, because it was Everybody’s job. Everybody thought Anybody 

could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it. It ended up that 

Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have.  

This story could be applied to many different situations, but particularly the task of 

pastoral care. There is often an assumption in church that pastoral care is the 

responsibility of the Vicar, or those in church leadership, whereas in fact it is the 

responsibility of every single one of us. Jesus in John 13:34 commands us to “Love 

one another as I have loved you.” The test of that love is how we care for one 

another. Jesus in the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats commends those who 

feed the hungry, give the thirsty something to drink, welcome the stranger, clothe 

the naked, care for the sick, and visit the prisoner, and says “whatever you did for 

one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 

25:40). 

I want St James to be a church where every single person is loved and cared for. 

There are lots of people in church going through difficult times at the moment, but 

we can all do our part to help them. We can call them regularly, send them a card 

or a text to let them know we are praying for them, and we can visit them. We can 

also offer practical help; making meals, offering to help with their washing, giving 

them a lift, inviting them out for a coffee, letting them know that they are not 

alone, and that they are loved.  
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So if you know someone from our church family who is going through a difficult 

time, or if there is someone you haven’t seen in church for a while, don’t ignore it 

and don’t assume someone else will have noticed or will be doing something about 

it, do something about it yourself!  

Giant Slayers Holiday Club 

We are looking for volunteers to help with our half term holiday club, which runs 

from 17th to 20th February. Sign up sheets are available in church. Please remember 

to pray for the holiday club, the children attending and the volunteers helping to lead 

it.  We will be looking at the story of King David and the themes are as follows: 

Monday - David & Goliath (1 Samuel 17). 

Aim: We can trust God with anything and everything! 

Tuesday - David the shepherd boy (Psalm 23). 

Aim: To discover how David learnt about God, and how we can too. 

Wednesday - David chosen to be king (1 Samuel 16). 

Aim: God looks at who we are on the inside, not on our outward appearances. 

Thursday - Jesus the King of Kings. 

Jesus is the king who will never let us down. We can trust Him. 

Thursday evening - God's love is with us everywhere (Psalm 23:6). 

Aim: We can trust God enough to follow Him.  

For more information about the holiday club please speak to Kate Davidson. 

 

Finding Hope Mission 

There is a wonderful opportunity to be involved in the ’Finding Hope Mission’ taking 

place from the 28th March to the 5th April in the parish of St Luke’s, Holy Trinity and 

St Barnabas. There will be a training event for those wishing to be involved on the 

29th February. For more information about the Finding Hope Mission or to get in-

volved, please email mission@tp4c.co.uk, or visit www.tp4c.co.uk   

Best wishes  

Simon  
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Special Events and Dates 

Sunday 2nd February Bring & Share Lunch, 11.45am, Parish Centre 

Wednesday 5th February, Prayer & Praise, 7.30pm, Parish Centre 

Monday 17th to Thursday 20th February, Holiday Club, 10.00am, Parish Centre 

Sunday 23rd February, Deadline for Applications For Deputy Shops Manager Job 

Monday 24th February, Two Rivers Mission Community Praise & Pancakes Evening, 

6.00pm, Wigton Road Methodist Church 

Monday 24th February, PCC Meeting, 7.30pm, Parish Centre 

Wednesday 26th February, Ash Wednesday Service, 7.30pm, Parish Church 

Thursday 27th February, Leisurely Lunch, 12.30pm, Parish Centre 


